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Welcome to this month’s newsletter! If you have an activity or something uplifting to share please
do get in touch:  office@saintpeterschurch.org.uk  We hope you enjoy this month’s newsletter.  
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A word from John Itumu

Archbishop William Temple is famously quoted to have suggested that the church is the only co-
op that exists for its non-members. From this quintessential mandate, she shall not be distracted.
This is our raison d'être. It should therefore be quite natural for believers to desire to reach those
who do not know Christ. But alas it is not. Please allow me to regurgitate this timeworn thought 
for a moment. Imagine if every believer shared the love of Jesus with only one other person and 
they accepted to be Christians. Now visualize how many lives would be transformed in our 
community and our world! Our congregations would simply double. Fantasy?

But for all sorts of reasons this is not the case. First, we really are not convinced that people 
could be interested with God. This extinguishes our courage to ask. We have been conditioned by
our experience and the ever gloomy statistics and negative press about the decline of Christian 
faith in the public square and which will be eventually overtaken by Islam and atheism by mid 
this century. The other huge hindrance is the notion of our faith as ‘private faith’, a very private 
matter. And anyway, who is not irritated by the intrusive initiative of Mormons and Jehovas 
Witnesses in their evangelistic zeal? You don’t really want to be confused for those, do you? Why 
lose face and upset someone? No one should impose their views on anyone else. If they really 
want to, why can they not just come to our well-advertised services? And in any case, if 
evangelizing really must be done, is this not why vicars are employed? And finally also, we really 
are ok as we are. What’s the problem if church attendance is declining? I say these words well 
aware of my own failure in grasping opportunities – so no finger-pointing here!

We have just completed a nine-day prayer session called ‘Thy Kingdom Come’. We were invited 
to pray for just five people to know Christ. I write to encourage you to continue doing so. If you 
did not, I also write to plead with you to consider doing this. Introducing Jesus Christ to someone
and praying for them is the greatest gift you could give to another human being.

I pen off with the apostle Paul’s words in his letter to the Romans (10:14ffd) who asked:

‘...and how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And 

how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? and how are they to proclaim him unless
they are sent? How beautiful are the feet that bring good news!’

May you know God’s blessings this summer and always.
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Service sheets and accompanying You Tube messages are being produced and 
distributed every week. You can catch up with the weekly messages at St Peter's Church,
Woodmansterne You Tube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCl9hrwcOXgd7g8lg9WVqg7A  

Our service times are 9am for Zoom and 11am at church.  If you want to receive more 
information about any of the above or would like to have a chat with someone please do get in 
touch with us: rector@saintpeterschurch.org.uk or ring 01737 423892.   

Church building is now open for prayer every Wednesday and Saturday 9am-5pm. Going forward
and as lockdown eases, we will require more volunteers to open and close. Please speak to Gill 
or Simon. 

 

Woodmansterne Charities  

A local charity, which can help people who are struggling to pay fuel bills. To qualify, you
must  live  in  the  Parish  of  Woodmansterne.  If  you  would  like  to  be  considered  for
assistance then please contact us: office@saintpeterschurch.org.uk or 07816293554.  

 

St Matthew's Foodbank

Our local Foodbank at St Matthew's is being supported by this year's Bishop of Southwark's lent 
call https://southwarklentcall.com/. You can watch a video showing you around the Foodbank 
here: https://youtu.be/cEgeXiK8lRo 

While we can't send food directly to the foodbank if you'd like to donate directly to the foodbank 
here are the details: You can send a cheque payable to St Matthew’s PCC, marked ‘Foodbank’ on 
the back to: Foodbank at St Matthew’s, c/o The Parish Office, 71 Station Road, Redhill RH1 1DL. 

If you would like to make a bank transfer you can find the details here: 
https://www.redhillfoodbank.org.uk/how-can-i-help 

  

Bus Stop Cafe

Bus stop Cafe is now back in the hall on a fortnightly basis. There are two sittings and you need 
to book in advance. Speak to Sally Frost for more details.

The Zoom quiz is continuing on alternate Thursday mornings at 10am until Bus Stop Cafe is back 
in the hall on a weekly basis. 
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India:. The health system is overwhelmed. Pray for God to stop the virus and bring relief. 
Pray for vaccines to be rolled out across the region.

Sri Lanka: Our local partners in Sri Lanka are continuing to face challenging circumstances. 
Please continue to pray for God’s protection for them.

Nepal: Over the past month, Nepal has seen a huge spike in COVID-19 case numbers and 
the country is in lockdown.  Please pray for Nepal at this time and for the church there 
seeking to minister and help amid the restrictions.

Thailand and Sri Lanka: reporting record high numbers of coronavirus cases. pray for a 
high standard of medical care to be provided for everyone who needs it, 

Greece, Turkey: pray for the people of Greece and Turkey as they deal with the aftermath 
of the earthquake.       

Israel: Hundreds have lost their lives in the cross-border attacks between Israel and Hamas.
Please pray for peace, and that the ceasefire holds. 

Uganda:  the terrible impact of lockdown (rather than COVID-19 itself) is becoming more 
apparent as many families can’t earn a living and feed their children, resulting in more 
malnutrition among children. 

DR Congo:  pray for the many families who have been displaced by a recent flood. The 
flooding of Lake Tanganyika has left many families homeless who were previously living in 
lakeside communities.

Central America: In October and November, Hurricane Eta devastated the region, killing at
least 167 people, leaving over 115 people missing.  Pray for governments and those involved
in bringing rescue and relief, as well as those who are mourning the loss of friends and 
family and having to rebuild their lives and homes.

Paraguay:  pray for the indigenous communities of La Herencia which are currently badly 
hit by the virus.  

Ecuador:   Following an outbreak of dengue fever in Santo Domingo, Ecuador, houses are 
being fumigated in hopes of stopping the spread by lessening numbers of mosquitoes. Pray 
for the outbreak to be brought under control.
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THIS MONTH’S RECIPE – SPRING LAMB

My cousin who has lived in Belgium and France for the past 60 plus years has an odd relationship
with time.  A watch is something you wear on your wrist, a clock sits on the mantelpiece or 
beside the bed, but you don’t necessarily need to look at them  -  in other words she is always 
late!

Several years ago she phoned to say that she, her daughter and husband and possibly a grand-
daughter were visiting England and would it be possible to visit us.  Of course, yes, it would be 
great,  when are you coming?  Tomorrow was the reply.  Luckily she was visiting other relatives 
before us so I had a couple of days to prepare.

This was an ideal main course.  It can be safely left to cook in its own time  -  if visitors are late, 
just turn the oven down as the meat and vegetables will not spoil.  It is possible to cook it in a 
slow cooker but I have never put it to the test.

450g carrots, scrubbed and sliced lengthwise

225g small turnips cut into chunks

450g leeks, well washed, cut into chunks

225g asparagus tips

2 tablespoon oil

1 boned shoulder of lamb -  size depending on the number of guests.

Rosemary and thyme  -  fresh if possible

1 crushed clove of garlic

Fry the carrots, turnips and leeks in the oil in a casserole that can go in the oven.   Add the 
asparagus tips then place the shoulder of lamb on top of the vegetables.  Season with salt and 
lots of black pepper, then chopped herbs and the garlic.

Put the lid on the casserole and cook at Gas 5,  190° until the lamb is tender.  If the casserole 
appears to be dry, tip in a couple of glasses of white wine.

When ready to serve remove the lamb from the casserole and carve in the normal way.  Spoon 
off any excess fat, then stir the meat juices and vegetables together and serve with the meat.

Jersey royal new potatoes and another green vegetable i.e. broccoli with either mint sauce or red
currant jelly complete the no hassle meal.

Apparently in France it is known as Navarin Printanier.

Ann Kayser 

5  



 

 

Lovely Woodmansterne
Margaret Chorlton

I have lived in Woodmansterne for most of my life.

My first childhood memories where my love of nature began, were the walks across the village 
green. Past the old cedar tree, then the pond which was a magnet for little boys to 'fall' in  (no 
health and safety regs then) or they would be collecting tadpoles to take home in their jam jars.. 
Little girls weren't supposed do things like that then ---? With the green behind us, the wooded 
footpath appeared, adorned on each side with delicate celandines and deep purple violets in the 
spring. This was my favourite part of the walk. It continued on past the then small allotments on 
the left, and beyond where the Community Garden is now. A cuckoo could often be heard, I just 
loved to hear them ---- where are they now? I looked forward to the autumn walks just as much; 
the crunchy sound of my little footsteps on the vivid carpets of crisp, fallen leaves in their glorious
colours. Squirrels dashed about picking up acorns to stash away for the cold weather that was to 
come.  I never knew a winter in those days without heavy snow that lasted for weeks;  exciting 
and exhilarating to a five year old.
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As I grew up, I discovered many other walks and open spaces. Scratch Wood which lies behind 
Chipstead Way and Lakers Rise has always been one of my favourite escapes whatever the 
weather. There are many footpaths that lead up and down through grassland, showing off the 
prolific species of unusual and common wild flowers during the summer months. The ancient 
woodland in spring hosts carpets of fragrant bluebells and the pretty wood anemones. Sunsets 

here are breathtakingly beautiful due to the vast expanse of sky and cloud patterns which change
the evolving colours from fiery reds and oranges to violet and yellow – an incredibly uplifting 
experience. There is a particular bench – one of many now – at the top of the hill that has far 
reaching views over the valley towards Kenley. Nearer, you can pick out Farthing Downs. When 
my granddaughter was little she would always ask if we could go to 'The top of the world' her 
favourite place which she said was so magical. She was most put out if there was someone else 
sitting on our bench! It still is a magical place whatever the weather; somewhere to reflect, 
breathe in the sweet fresh air and leave any worries at home if only for a while.

One evening we decided to take a midnight walk up through Soloms Court footpath at the edge 
of the woods and were amazed to see a remarkable spectacle of glow worms in the hedgerows, I
hadn't seen them before and is something I shall always remember.  An owl was hooting not far 
away, and the rustle of deer and foxes could be heard making their way through the 
undergrowth. It was eerily bewitching as the pale moonlight showed us the many tracks and 
pathways as we headed home.

There is limited space here to write more of why we love Woodmansterne. We have never 
dreamed of living anywhere else permanently. We have travelled over the years and visited many
wonderful places but we're always ready to come home to Woodmansterne. I'm sure, during this 
very peculiar year with limited shops and venues open, it has encouraged us to explore the many 
beautiful walks and quiet spaces in and around our lovely village. All on our doorstep.
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YOUR GARDEN IN JUNE BY A WOODMANSTERNE GARDENER

Summer is really here  -  or is it?   With our peculiar weather patterns that we are experiencing 
who can forget the brown magnolia flowers of April, thanks to the frost or the scorched 
hydrangea leaves from the hail and snowfall.

However there is plenty to enjoy in the garden in June, but do take time to sit and admire your 
handiwork.  Gardening shouldn’t become a chore.

Perhaps one of the classic garden favourites at this time of the year are roses.  To prolong their 
display cut off (deadhead) as soon as the flowers look scruffy.  Either snap off the stalk just 
below the flower head or cut off with sharp secateurs just above the first pair of leaves.  Also 
remove any diseased or dying leaves  -  especially those with blackspot, and keep plants well 
watered and mulched.  Tie in climbing and rambling roses to their supports as gales are not 
unknown in June, this also applies to new growth on other climbers such as clematis, wisteria 
and jasmine.

Late spring flowering shrubs i.e. weigela can be pruned now.   Removing older stems soon after 
flowering allows time for the development of new growth that will flower next year.

Some early flowering perennials such as pulmonaria and oriental poppies can be cut right back 
especially if they have mildew.  This will encourage a second flush of fresh foliage especially if 
kept watered.

As we enjoy the warm weather so do pests so inspect plants for aphids, caterpillars and lily 
beetles larvae.  If discovered early on, hand removal can often provide good control.   Look out 
for vine weevils especially in the evening  (perhaps while you are doing your snail hunt).  They 
are unable to fly, but have an ability to climb, so also look in hanging baskets.

During dry weather only water plants if absolutely necessary i.e. newly planted perennials.  Also 
stand pot grown plants in sauces or trays and water in the cool of the evening or early morning.

If you have a compost bin do mix lawn mowings with ‘brown’ waste. i.e. prunings, cut up 
cardboard or shredded paper.   This will stop the compost from becoming too wet and slimy and 
not producing worth while compost.  Also do not add lawn mowings to the heap if you have    
used weedkillers.

Please keep bird baths and any other water holding containers filled with clean water as our birds,
squirrels and foxes depend on it during dry spells.

Most of all enjoy your garden!!!

8  



WORDSEARCH

This month the Church remembers the Irish monk who first brought Christianity to Britain in 
around 565.  He was St Columba, and he left Ireland with 12 companions to settle on Iona, a tiny
island off Mull, in the Western Highlands. Iona had been given to him for a monastery by the 
ruler of the Irish Dalriada.  

Columba’s biographer, Adomnan, portrays him as a tall, striking figure of powerful build and 
impressive presence, who combined the skills of scholar, poet and ruler with a fearless 
commitment to God’s cause.  For as well as building his monastery on Iona, Columba also 
converted Brude, king of the Picts.  

A prayer of St Columba runs:  My dearest Lord, Be Thou a bright flame before me, Be Thou a 
guiding star above me, Be Thou a smooth path beneath me, Be Thou a kindly shepherd behind 
me, Today and evermore. Amen
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LAUGHTER LINES

In one small rural village the local vet also led the local Neighbourhood Watch group.  Late one 
night the phone rang, and his wife answered.  An agitated voice inquired, "Is your husband 
there?"
"He is, but tell me, do you need him as the vet or the Neighbourhood Watch?" the wife asked.
"Both!" was the reply. "We can't get our dog's mouth open, and there's a burglar in it!"

A group of elderly British tourists were touring Holland by bus. They stopped at a cheese farm 
where a young guide led them through the process of making cheese from goat's milk.  She 
showed the group a lovely hillside where many goats were grazing. "These," she explained, "are 
the older goats put out to pasture when they no longer produce." She then asked, "What do you 
do in Britain with your old goats?" 
A spry old gentleman answered: "They send us on bus tours!"

Calendar Quotes

Look how we can, or sad or merrily,
Interpretation will misquote our looks.

The only difference between stumbling blocks and stepping stones,
Is the way we use them.

Pleasure and revenge have ears more deaf than adders
To the voice of any true decision.

We cannot have a deep and ongoing relationship with God,
Unless we are prepared to spend time with Him.

Jesus is the best photograph God has ever taken.

Where are our birds?

British birds are in big trouble. 80 per cent of our most popular species are in severe decline, 
according to recent data from the RSPB’s annual Big Garden Birdwatch.

The world’s largest wildlife survey has found that 16 out of the 20 most spotted garden birds have
been in decline since 2020. There are now concerns about the greenfinch and chaffinch, which 
were seen in their lowest ever numbers this year.  

The top five birds seen in people’s gardens were: house sparrows, blue tits, starlings, blackbirds 
and wood pigeons.  Only robins, blackbirds, carrion crows and the song thrush grew in number in 
2020.
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Interesting Facts  for  June

It was:

175 years ago, on 28th June 1846 that Belgian musical instrument maker Adolphe Sax patented 
the saxophone.

125 years ago, on 4th June 1896 that Henry Ford completed his first automobile, the Ford 
Quadricycle, and gave it a test run around Detroit Michigan. It was a simple frame with an engine,
two gears, a tiller for steering and four bicycle wheels. It had a top speed of 20mph. Its success 
led him to establish the Ford Motor Company.

100 years ago on 10th June 1921 that Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, was born on a dining 
room table in Corfu. He was the husband of Queen Elizabeth II.

90 years ago, on 13th June 1931 that Jesse Boot, 1st Baron Trent, British pharmacist and 
philanthropist, died. He had turned his father’s Boots Company into a national chain of chemists.

75 years ago, on 26th June 1946 that Field Marshall Bernard Montgomery became Chief of the 
Imperial General Staff (head of the British army).

65 years ago, on 13th June 1956 that the first European Cup final (soccer) was held, in Paris. Real
Madrid (Spain) beat Stade de Reims (France) 4-3.  The European Cup is now known as the UEFA 
Champions League.

40 years ago, on 5th June 1981 that the first report of AIDS took place.  The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention in the USA reported that five homosexual men in Los Angeles were 
suffering from a rare form of pneumonia found in patients with weakened immune systems.  
These were later recognised as the first official AIDS cases.

Also 40 years ago, on 22nd June 1981 that American tennis player John McEnroe earned the press
nickname ‘Superbrat’ when he threw a tantrum during his first-round match against Tom Gullikson
at Wimbledon.  He hurled abuse at the umpire, swore at the referee, and popularised the phrase 
‘you cannot be serious’ when he disputed a line call.  Nevertheless, he went on to win the men’s 
singles championship that year.

25 years ago, on 4th June 1996 that the Second Severn Crossing was officially opened.  The 
bridge spans the River Severn and links England and Wales via the M4 motorway.
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